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Public  Health  Department, 
ivlc  Offices, 
windon . 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

Health  &c.  Committee.  ,  ,  ■ 

LADIES  AND  GENTLMEN, 

I  ha,ve  the  hononr  to  present  an  interim  Annual  Renort,  for  the  year  1940. 
In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  this  reuort  is 
presented  in  an  abridged  form.  The  arrangements  rega.rding  staff  aud  treatment 
remain  substantially  the  same,,  and  the  work  has  urogressed  desuite  the  new 
calls  on  the  deuartment  and  the  staff. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  ouuortunity  of  thanking  the  Committee  and"' 
the  staff  for  their  kindness  to  me  on  taking  uu  the  post  following  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  Dunstan  Brewer,  whose  helpfulness  and  advice  was  most  acpeutable 
both  before  he  left  and  at  intervals  since. 

CENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES  EOR  THE  AREA 

During  the  year  there  were  outstanding  changes  in  the  straff  of  the 
Public  Health  Deuartment'.  ■  ■  'Dr.  Dunstan  Brewer  retired  after  twenty  years  of 

i 

valuable  service  to  .the  Swindon  Corporation,  and  as  his  successor  I  commenced 
duties  on  the  1st  October, '1940*  Dn.  David  S.  Clark,  Deputy  Medical  Officer 

■  ^  '  A 

of'^6alth,  resigned  on  the  30bn  September,  I94C ,  his  place  being. taken  by 
Dr.-  R.  G-.  Smithson-  .  ■  •  ■  !  ’  ' 

Laboratory  .Pacilities,  Ambulance  Facilities'.  Home  Nursing,  Treatment  Centres 
:  !  ■■  •  •  'and  Clinics.  Hospitals. 

There  were  no  important  developcE  nts  or  changes  in  the  above  services 
during  1940-  During  October,  a  proposal  to  link  Swindon  with  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Oxford  was  considered.  At  that  time  it  wa.s 
decided  to  continue  with  the  association  at  Bristol  University,  but  towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  owing  to'postal  difficulties,  it  was  found  advantageous  to  send 
specimens  to  Oxford,  and  the  Service  was  very  helpful  in  various  investiga.tions 
which  were  conducted. 

In  December,  194^,  I  reported  on  the  ambulance  service  and  the 
mechanical  condition  of  the  ambulances  a,t  present  in  use.  Authorisation  was 
given  for  the  purchase  of  two  vehicles  for  conversion  into  ambulances  to 
replace  the  ambulances  which  were  unsatisfactory.  The  Borough  Ambulance 
Service  is  administered  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  vehicles  are 
housed  on  the  premises. 

Mat  e  rnity.  and  „Chi.Id . Welf ar.^^ 

The  two  buildings  used,  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
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continue  to  "be  occupied  as  Air  Raid  Precautions  Pirst  Aid  Posts.  Use  was  made 
of  the  Town  Hall  for  a  Clinic  until  the  end  of  November ,  when  the  Clinic  was 
transferred  hack  to  6l  Eastcott  Hill. 

Swindon  Maternity  Home. 

The  Swindon  Municipal  Maternity  Home  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Hea.lth,  who  is  medical  superintendent.  The  Home  is 


a  recognised  training  school  for  Part  II.  of  the  course  for  the  Certificate  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board.  During  the  year  nine  pupils  Were  -under  training 
for  the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Eight  of  these  were 
successful  in  obtaining  the  Certificate,  one  failed  on  two  occasions,  and  is 


now  receiving  further  training.  Three  of  the  pupils  were  received  from  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital,  Portsmouth,  and  the  other  six  from  recognised  training  schools. 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staffing  arrangements. 

ANNUAL  STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  THE  MATERNITY  HDME  IQ^O.  , 


(1)  Number  of  cases  in  the  Home  on  I/1/4O. 

(2)  Number  of  cases  admitted  during  I94O . 

(3)  Number  of  cases  remaining  in  the  Home  on 

,  ,  „  1/1/41. 

^4;  Average  duration  of  stay 
(5)  Ntmiber  of -cases  delivered  by*- 

(a)  midwives . . 

(b)  doctors  . 

N-umber  of  cases  in  which  no  delivery  took 

place 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 

assistance  was  sought  by  midwives  ... 

(7)  Number  of  cases  notified  as  puerperal 

pyrexia  .... 

39 


(8)  Number  of  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum.. 

(9)  Number  of  infants  not  entirely  breastfed 

while  in  the  Institution  . 

(id)  Number  of  cases  notified  as  ophthalmia 

neonatorum.  .  . 


Borough 

County 

Evacuee 

Total 

11 

5  , 

nil 

16 

496' 

187 

69 

752 

17 

7 

8 

32 

12-13  days 

387 

159 

50 

596 

60 

12 

7 

79  _ 

.  49 

16 

12 

77 

194 

(  South  Wales  Convention  which 
(  is  in  use  at  the  Maternity 
(  Home. 

(19  are  notifiable  under  the 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  Order. 

2  ~  -  2 
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(11)  Number  of  maternal  deaths,  with  causes. 


3  .  .  3 

One  case  removed  to  Corse  Hill 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  two 
treated  in  the  Maternity  Home. 
Result  satisfactory. 

2  -  —  2 

1  (a)  Placenta  Praevia 

(b)  Ante-partum  haemorrhage 

(c)  Post-partum  haemorrhage 

2  (a)  Cerebral  haemorrhage 

(b)  Eclampsia 

(c)  Acute  nephritis. 
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(l2)  Num'ber  of  infant  deaths  - 

Stillhirths  .  33 

Infant  deaths  .  I9 

Cause  of  death  - 

Stillbirths  33 

Congenital  malformations  .  9 

Prematurity  . I8 

Injury  at  birth .  5 

No  obvious  cause  . 1 

33 

Infant  deaths  I9 

Congenital  malformations  . 2 

Prematurity . 11 

Ingiuiy  at  birth .  1 

1  Congenital  malformation  of  the  heart  .  2 

Infantile  convulsions  . . ^ . .  ...  2 

’  Sub-dural  haemorrhage,  ruoture  of  a  vein, 

delivery  . 1 
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EXTERN  MIDWIFERY  BBPARTlfflUT 

The  Extern  Midwifery  Department  connected  with  the  Maternity  Home 
dealt  with  188  cases.  Of  these,  163  cases  were  delivered  by  midwives,  22 
by  doctors,  and  there  were  3  abortion  cases. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  four  domiciliary  midwives,  apart  from  the  midwives  attached 

to  the  Maternity  Home,  attended  260  deliveries. 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  PQST-EATAL  SERVICE. 

Pive  ante-natal  clinics  and  one  no st- natal  clinic  are  nrovided  by 
the  Council. 


No.  of  women  who  attended  at  the  Clinics  57O  Ante-Natal. 

during  the  year.  Post-Natal' 

613  Total, 

No.  of  attendances  at  Assistant  M.O.H's  Clinic  . .  256 

”  ”  "  at  G.W.R.  Medical  Fund  Clinic  .  '  1129 

"  "at  Matron's  Clinic  . .  I764 

**  ”  ”  at  Specialist's  Clinic  .  53*^ 


INSPECTION  OP  MIDWIVSS  AID  NURSIN5  HOMES.'  '  .  r 

Dr.  V.  Redman  Ping,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  was  Sunervisor 
•  of  Midwives  and  Insnector  of  Nursing  Homes. 

During  1941^,  3^  midwives  (including  I6  at  the  Maternity  Home) 
notified  their  intention  to  nractise  within  the  Borough.  26  midwives  were 
practising  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  -  5  domiciliary  midwives  and 
12  midwives  in  institutions  employed  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority, 
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7  midwives  in  nrivate  -oractice,  and  2  midwives  in  institutions  in  private 
nractice.  '  '  ' 


1252  "births  -  1204  live  "births  and  48  still'birfns  -  were  notified 
in  t‘ne  area.  687  "births  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Home,  40  in  other 


institutions,  and  525  in  domiciliary  practice. 

T'ne  following  forms  were  sent  in  "by  midwives t- 


Artificial  feeding  . .  I8 

Notification  of  stillTDirt'n  .  I3 

Notification  of  deat'ns  in  midwives'  practice  .  I3  infants 

Notification  of-laying  out  of  dead  "bodies  .  4  mot"ners 

15  infants 


Notification  of  infectious  conditions  and  contact  wifn  t'nem.  3 

The  following  are  t'ne  number  of  cases  and  the  conditions  for  w'nich 


medical  aid  was  summoned  by  midwives J  Engaged  in  domiciliary  practice  - 


110;  in  institutional  practice  -  194;  Total  3O4. 


Mother 


Runtured  perineum  133 

Labial  lacerations  3 

Laceration  of  vagina  1 

Prolonged  labour  39 

Uncertain  or  malpresentation  10 
Pyrexia  I4 

Albtiminuria  8 

Ante-partum  haemorrnage  I4 

Post^'partum  ‘naemo  rr'nage  8 

Retained  olacenta  5 

Swelling  of  legs  4 

Uterine  inertia  1 

Prolapse  of  cord  2 

Eclampsia  4 

Anaes  t'ne  tic  10 

"  for_  induction  1 

"  for  version  '  1 

"  for  Caesarian  Section  4 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy  5 

Premature  labour  2 

Inflammation  of  breasts  2 

Poor  condition  of  uatient  1 

Rigid  os  1 

Catarr'nal  cold  1 

Acute  abdominal  pain  1 

Pain  in  right  leg  1^ 
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NURSINO  HOMES 


C'nild 


Prematurity  and  feebleness  7 
Cj^ano  sis  1 
Deformity  7 
Stillbirth  3 
Discharging  eyes  1 
Fnite  asphyxiated  baby  1 
Convulsions  1 
Poor  condition  of  baby  5 
Rash  _ 2. 
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One  Home  which  provides  for  10  patients  and  can  be  used  either  for 


maternity  or  other  purposes  was  on  t'ne  register  at  the  end  of  t'ne  year.  One 
insnection  was  made  during  t'ne  year. 
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DMTAL  ABRAK&EMENT5 


Arrangements  have  been  made,  with  the  ar^nroval  of  the 


Ministry,  for  the  dental  treatment  of  exaectont  and  nursing  mothers 
by  the  School  Dental  Surgeons. 

smiAEi  or  m  tobk  done  durihs  igho. 


No.  of  natients  seen 


Mothers 
Children 
Total  - 


68 

218 


No.  of  visits  paid  by  patients  .  58O 

No.  of  administrations  of  gas  .  62 

No.  of  teeth  extracted  under  gas  .  2,97 

No.  of  teeth  extracted  otherwise  .  24 

No.  of  artificial  dentures  fitted  .  I9 

No.  of  teeth  replaced  (repairs)  .  4 

No.  of  fillings  .  3^ 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TP3kWm. 


Daring  the  year  34  children  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
received  treatment  at  the  Orthonaedic  Clinic  for  the  following  conditions:- 


Rickets 

New  Old 

3  2 


C  0  ngeni t  al  Kno  ck-Kne  e 

Deformity  of 
Peet 

New  Old  New  'Old 


8 


5 


3 


Congential  Deformity  of 
Central  Nervous  System 
( 5i>8. Stic  pa raly si s ) 

New  Old 


Congential  Deformity 
of  Hips 

New  Old 


Diseases  of  Muscles 
New  Old 

3  4 


Rudimentary  Thumbs 
New  Old 

1 


PROVISION  OF  ERBB  MILK  EOR  CHILDREN  AGED  1-^, 

Up  to  the  31st  July,  I94O »  free  milk  was  sunulied  under  arrange¬ 
ments  outlined  in  previous  reports..  During  the  financial  yea,r  the  cost  of 
milk  suuolied  was  annroximately  £790-  On  the  1st  August,  1940.  the  Government 
National  Milk  Scheme  came  into  operation,  and  the  issue  of  free  milk  by  the 
Council  ceased.  Dried  milk  and  Virol  continue  to  be  sold  at  cost  ririce  at  the 
Centres,  as  authorised  by  the  Council.  The  necessary  assistance  was  given  by 
che  Public  Health  Department  staff  to  the  Food  Control  Department  in  connection 

with  the  administration  of  the  Scheme. 

THE  MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER 

1224  1225  1226  1222  122§  1222  124° 

No.  of  applications  granted...  206  2O5  1^  283  5^5  528  3^3 

Total  quantity  of  milk  issued  71O5  7^27  7910  9638  12520  I29O2  675O  galls. 

Total  Cost  (annrox)!  £  720  825  856  IO47  I429  I5O5  79O 
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These  figures-  are  incomplete. 


PirSRPEBAI;  PYR5XIA 


48  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  in  the  Borou^  in  I94O , 
against  35  and  57  in  the  two  previous  years.  Of  these,  39  occurred  in  the 
Maternity  Home,  where  notification  is  based  uuon  the  New  South  Wales  Con¬ 
vention,  and  of  these,  I9  were  notifiable  under  the  Puemeral  I^rexia  Order. 

Of  the  9  cases  occurring  at  honE  ,  5  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hosnital,  2  were  transferred  to  other  hospitals,  and  in  2  cases  home  nursing 
was  Torovided  by  the  Council. 

Two  of  the  cases  which  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Home  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  general  hospitals  for  onerative  treatment. 

MATPRNAL  DPATHS. 

In  accordance  with  our  custom  in  Swindon  of  investigating  the 
death  of  every  female  between  the  ages  of  I5  and  5O  which  might  be  caused 
by  or  connected  with  the  reproductive  nrocess,  6  deaths  required  investigation 
Two  occurred  in  institutions.  The  Registrar  C-eneral  accredited  us  with  three 
deaths  from  pueroeral  sepsis,  and  two  deaths  from  other  causes.  A  com-Dlete 
renort  upon  the  investigation  made  into  each  case  was  forwarded  to  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Of  the  6  deaths  investigated, 
in  three  cases  death  might  have  been  prevented,  one  by  better  ante-na.tal  siipsr 
vision,  one  by  better  ante-natal  supervision  or  specialist  treatment  in 
hospital,  and  one  by  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  patient. 

The  caus'seof  death  in  the  6  cases  wereJ- 

1.  Placenta  praevia,  uterine  haemorrhage,  ante-partum  haemorrhage,  and  post¬ 
partum  haemorrhage.  This  woman  had  ante-natal  care  by  the  midwife,  and  doctor 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home  for  ante-partum  haemorrhage.  There  was 
a  history  of  pre-existirg  disease  and  this  death  must  be  considered  un- 
preventable,  for  every  facility  was  available  and  utilised. 

2.  Poierperal  pelvic  cellulitis.  This  woman  had  ante-natal  attention  by  a 
municipal  midwife, and  was  also  attended  by  her  own  doctor.  She  had  an  event¬ 
ful  pregnancy  as  she  was  involved  in  a  motor  car  accident,  and  later  in  a 
train  accident.  Her  physical  condition  was  not  satisfactory.  On  account  of 
haemorrhage  and  pyrexia  she  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Death 
must  be  considered  unpreventable . 

3-  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  eclampsia,  and  acute  nephritis.  The  patient  was  a 
doctor's  booked  case  and  was  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home  as  an  emergency. 
She  was  unconscious  from  eclampsia  onuadmission.  The  ante-natal  history  was 
unsatisfactory. 
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4.  l(a)  Pneumonia;  2-  Confinement  fifteen  days  'orevlously.  I’his  -oa blent  - 

delivered  at  home  and  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hosnital  where  she  died. 
Death  was  prohahly  accelerated  hy  a  pulmonary  embolism. 

5.  This  case  was  the  subject  of  an  inquest,  and  the  Coroner's  findings  wore  - 
"puerperal  fever  consequent  upon  inattention  at  child  birth".  Bacterium  coli 
septicaemia. 

6.  1(a)  Oedema  of  larynx  and  toxaemia;  (b)  s t rent ococ cal  tonsillitis  iz) 
Secondary  anaemia  due  to  nost-partum  haemorrhage.  This  natient  was  delivered 
in  the  Maternity  Home,  but  on  account  of  devei.cping  tonsillitis  she  was 
transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  She  recovered  and  was  sent  home,  but 
five  da^^s  later  was  removed  to  the  Victoria  Hosnital  for  recurrence  of 
uterine  haemorrhage,  where  an  operation  for  curettage  was  performed.  She 
later  develoned  an  acute  streptococcal  tonsillitis  in  the  Victoria  Hosnita,!, 
and  died  in  suite  of  a  tracheotomy.  There  was  no  re&.scn  to  consider  her  a 
case  of  puemeral  pyrexia.  Ante-natal  sunervision  was  sat isfactory ,  deliver^' 
was  normal,  and  the  post-partum  haemorrhage  was  controlled  veiy  quickly. 

CHILD  LIJE  PEOTDGTlOH  ~  PIISLIC  IISILTH  ACT  iqi6. 

The  six  health  visitors  are  the  Infant  Protection  Visitors  rjider  the 
above  Act.  24  boarded-out  children  were  on  the  Register  at  ohe  end  of  hne 
yeo.r,  and  4D  supervisory  visits  wei’e  ma.de.  Ho  proceedings  ware  taken  during 
the  year. 


TABLE  SHOEING  THE  FJM.BEE  OE 

VISITS  pa: 

ID  BY  THE  HPALT 

H  VISITORS 

TO  MOTHERS  AHD  GHILDREI^ 

AND  TO  CASES  OP 

TUBERCU 

LOS  1 .5 

1236 

iaal 

1238 

1339 

1040 

Ho.  of  first  visits  naid  to  mothers 

and  children . 

987 

892 

857 

1039 

1049 

Ho.  of  revisits  . 

3710 

3818 

3476 

7212 

339S 

•iMo,  01  visits  paid  to  exoectant  mothers  II4 

161. 

111 

64 

59 

ho.  of  visits  to  cases  of  deaths  and 

stillbirths  . 

53 

50 

62 

53 

91 

Ho.  of  visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosi 

s  83 

77 

89 

67 

73 

Ho.  of  visits  Tiaid  to  children  aged 

1-5  years  . 

4112 

4539 

4.245 

3210 

3258 

9059 

9537 

8840 

7645 

7928 

RECORD  OP  WORK  DONE  AT  THE  IHPAHT  WELFARE  CEii 

TRE3  DURi;NC  TH 

JL 

YEARS  1078  - 

1940  INCLUSIVE. 

1336 

1331 

I97S 

1339 

Ho.  of  senarate  infants  who  attended 

the  Centre  at  -  Eastcott  Hill 

1223 

1117 

1346 

1981 

18c 

Pinehurst 

348 

371 

439 

487 

426 

Corse  Hill 

210 

237 

260 

336 

Rodbourne 

215 

216 

235 

222 

226 

Totals  . . 

1996 

1941 

2280 

3026 

2802 

Hninber  of  attendances  - 

Eastcott  Hill 

7533 

.8639 

9133 

10720 

10520 

Pinehurst 

2333 

2798 

3379 

3496 

27/3 

Corse  Hill 

1630 

2269 

2549 

2869 

3974 

Rodbourne 

1660 

—23.13 

225"^ 

iBco 

18  53 

Totals  ....  .... 

13156 

16079 

17314 

1S885 

16898 
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MCETALITY. 


The  deaths  of  all  persons  under  the  age  of  25  which  occur  in 
Swindon,  and  of  all  Swindon  children  who  die  away  from  the  town  are  investigated 
Some  knowledge  of  the  previous  history  of  these  children  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  Health  Office, -and,  in  an  increasing  number,  the  full  life  histories 
are  available.  Since  some  children  die  in  the  institutions  of  Swindon  who  do 
not  belong  to  the  town,  and  certain  other  children  who  have  regularly  attended 
the  Swindon  clinics  die  elsev^her.e,  these  investigations  become  somewhat  comr- 
plicated.  In  the  review  which  follows,  coguizance  'is  only  taken  of  those  deaths 
which  the  Registrar-General  accredits  to_  Swindon. 

STILLBIRTHS 

48  stillbirths  were  notified  in  the  Borotigh  in  1940,  of  which  33 
occurred  in  the  Maternity 'Home,  9  which  are  accreditable  to  the  county,  22 
to  a^indon,  and  2  were  evacuees.  Some  information  of  the  stillbirths  which 
happened  in  the  Maternity  Home  is  given  in  the  report  of  that  institution,  I5 
stillbirths  occurred  in  private  practice. 

DEATHS  BEFORE  THE  EhD  OF  TEE  FIRST  DAY. 

There  were  11  of  these  -  6  males  and  5  females  -  against  I5  and  14 

in  the  two  previous  years.  6  of  them  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Home,  5  being 

due  to  premat-ur ity,  the  sixth  from  sub-dural  haemorrhage.  Of  the  remaining-  5, 

one  was  a  newly  born  body  found  on  I/9/4O,  death  being  due  to  shock  combined  with 

asphyxia  arising  from-,  ligature  oi^neck  caused  by  a  stocking  being  tied  round  it, 

3  were  due  to  prematurity,  and  one  was,  a  congenital  malformation, 

DEATHS  BETWEEN  THE -EhP  OF  TEE  FIRST  DAY  MW  TEE  ExH)  OE  TEE  FIRST  WEEK. 

There  were  11  of  these  -  5  males  and  6  females  -  against  8  and  5  ia  the 
two.  previous  years,  4  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Home,  2  being  due  to  infantile 
con-vulsions,  one  was  due  to  prematurity,  and  the  fourth  to  congenital'  deformity. 

Of  the  remaining '7,  one  died  in  the  Victoria  Hospital  from  imperforate  anus  and 
prematurity  (post-mortem  exanination) ,  4  died  from  premaf-urity ,  one  from  meningitis 

and  one  from  congenital  'malformation,  all  at  home,  ■  '  ■ 

deaths  BETITEEM  TEE  EED  OF  TEE  EIRST  WEEK'-AhD  TEE^EhD' OF  THE  FIRST  MOETH. 

There  were  9  of  these  -  8  saales  and  1  female  -  against  2  and  5  in  the 

two  previous  years,  'Two  died  in  the  Maternity  Home,  1  from  prematurity  and  the 
other  from  acute  gastro-enteritis.  The  m.other  of  this  infant  had  cerebral 
Haemorrhage  and  was' removed  to  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  Two  infants  died  in  the 

G, W.  Hospital,  one  from . maramus;  and  prematurity,  and  the  other  from  maramnns  and 
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congenital  e;^hllls.  One  Infant  died  in  the  Isolation  Hosnltal  from  feehle- 

nese  from  hlrth  and  gonorrheal  ophthalmia.  4  infante  died  at  home  from  oon- 
genital  debility  and  nrematuri ty , 

PEATHS  BETWEEH  THB  WJD  OF  IH3  TIRST  MOUTH  AITO  TH3  an  07?  mu  TOiC 

There  were  30  deaths  -  18  males  and  12  females  -  against  10  and  I9 
In  the  two  previous  years.  The  3O  deaths  are  analysed  as  follows:- 

7  died  in  general  hospitals  -  1  from  oerebro-splnal  fever,  one  from 
uberculous  meningitis,  one  from  pneumonia,  3  from  congenital  debility, 
and  one  from  congenital  malformation. 

The  remaining  23  died  at  home,  10  from  nneumonia,  one  from  influenza, 
two  from  bronchitis,  two  from  gastro-enterltls,  3  from  prematurity  and 
debility,  one  from  infantile  convulsions,  two  from  congenital  malfomnatlon, 
and  one  who  was  the  subject  of  an  inquest,  asphyxiated  himself  accidentally 
in  his  cot^  and  one  from  whooping  cough. 

Altogether  there  were  6l  deaths  below  the  age  of  one  .year,of  which 
31  died  in  the  first  month;  this  gives  us  a  high  Infant  mortality  rate  of 
61.43.  the  highest  in  Swindon  since  I93O,  when  the  rate  was  62.82.  Prior  to 
this,  1924  was  the  last  year  when  the  rate  exceeded  the  present  high  figure. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  55. 

m.THS  Bmmm  ohe  first  and  yuars. 

Tnere  were  10  of  these  -  6  males  and  4  females  -  against  4  and  J  in  the 

two  previous  years.  4  died  in  the  Victoria  Hospital,  two  from  cerebro-splnal 

fever,  and  two  from  broncho-pneumonia.  3  died  in  the'isolatlon  Hospital,  two 

from  diphtheria,  and  one  from  cerebro-spinal  fever.  3  died  at  home,  one  from 

cerebro-splnal  fever,  one  from  infantile  convulsions,  and  one  from  status 
epileoticus. 

DEATHS  BETWBEU  IH3  SECOHD  AWp  Firm  ytup 

There  were  7  of  tnese  -  2  males  and  5  females  -  against  6  and  8  in 

the  two  previous  ye.ars.  T™,  died  in  general  hospitals,  one  from  diphtheria,  and 

one  from  snook  due  to  scalds  sustained  by  accident.  This  death  was  the  subject 

of  an  inquest.  Two  died  In  the  Isolation  Hospital  from  diphtheria,  3  died  at 

home,  one  from  cerebro-splnal  fever,  one  from  broncho-pneumonia,  and  one  from 
bronchitis. 

DgmS  BBlWESlt  TBH  PTVTO  Am  TmtTff  vv»p 

There  were  7  of  these  -  one  m.ale  and  6  females  -  against  4  and  3  in 
tne  two  previous  years.  5  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  diphtheria,  the  sixth 
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was  an  accidental  death,  and  the  seventh  died  in  hos-oital  from  neritonitis. 


■IS@:2§sslj3ee- 


There  were  12  of  these  -  6  males  and  6  females  -  against  7  and  10  in 
the  two  previous  years.  4  deaths  occurred  in  hosnital;  one  died  from  dinhtheria, 
one  from  cerehro-spinal  fever,  one  from  diabetes,  and  the  fourth  had  rheumatic 
heart  disease.  Of  the  8  deaths  which  occTirred  at  home,  4  were  due  to  heart  disease, 
one  had  miliary  tuberculosis,  one  died  from  influenza,  and  two  as  a  result  of  war 


one  rations . 


SiOATFS  E3TW3EN  THE  SEVEFT3EKTH  M.O  T7FFSTIETH  YEAR. 


There  were  4  of  these  -  2  males  and  2  females  --  against  1  and  3 
two  Torevious  years.  Two  died  in  hosnital,  one  from  annendici tis ,  the  other  from 
stanhylococcal  pyaemia  and  senticaomia,  and  osteo-myelitis  of  humerus.  One  death 
from  enteritis  occurred  at  home,  and  one  Swindon  resident  died  out  of  the  Borough 
as  a  result  of  war  onerations. 

DFATHS  BSTWEEF  THE  TWEJ^TTIETH  AND  TV/ENIT-FIFTI-I  YFAR. 

There  were  12  of  these  -  5  males  and  7  females  -  against  12  and  11  in 
the  two  previous  years.  4  died  in  general  hosuitals,  3  fi’om  tuberculous  meningitis, 
and  one  from  acute  nephritis.  -  2  occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  -  one  died 
from  diphtheria,  and  the  other  was  a  maternal  death  from  puerperal  fever  consequent 
Upon  inattention  at  childbirth.  One  died  in  a  sanatorium  from  pulmona.ry  tuberculo si  s , 
2  accidental  deaths  occurred  in  Swindon  residents  outside  the  Borough.  Of  the 
remaining  three  deaths,  which  occurred  at  home,  two  were  due  to  heart  disease  and 
one  to  acute  bronchitis. 

EPISEMIOLOOY 

DIPHTHERIA-  There  were  I50  cases  of  diphtheria  -  one  was  notified  in  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  and  the  other  149  were  notified  and  treated  in  the  Swindon  Isolation 
Hospital.  There  were  I5  deaths.  This  gives  the  high  case  mortalitv  rate  of  10  per 
cent.  During  1939  there  were  42  cases  of  diphtheria,  with  2  deaths. 

In  January,  1940,  diphtheria  was  of  very  large  non-epidemic  prevalence. 

Fjpm  February  to  May  there  was  little  diphtheria,  but  in  May  there  wa,s  a  severe 
preval once  of  streptococcal  eoro  throat,  and  many  cases  were  notified  as 
diphtheria.  In  June  and  July  there  was  a  high  incidence  of  the  disease,  and  in 
Sentember  the  disease  had  reached  epidemic  proportions.  The  type  of  diphtheria, 
was  very  severe;  investigations  showed  that  the  prevailing  organism  was  of  the 
gravis  type.  It  is  noticeable  that  nearly  half  the  cases  notified  occurred  in 
tne  age  group  5  “  10-  There  was  a  large  number  of  adults  notified,  and  some  of 
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the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  who  had  "been  hrought  in  in  a  moribund  condition. 

At  the  end  of  November  an  extensive  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  was 
started.  A  complete  report  on  diphtheria  immunisation  appears  on  page 
SCARLET  FEVER 

There  were332  cases  notified,  and  2  deaths,  against  106  cases  and  no 
deaths  in  1939*  0^"  'the  33^  cases  notified,  3*^2  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 

Hospital.  Of  the  cases,  23O ,  i.e.  70  per  cent,  occurred  in  the  age  group  5  -  15- 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  the  ^ear  notification  was  average,  but 
there  was  a  definite  increase  in  the  incidence  of  cases  of  a.  mild  natiire  duriiig 
September.  Notification  decreased  in  November,  but  it  was  above  the  average  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

PNEUMONIA 

180  cases  were  notified,  with  33  deaths,  against  II5  cases  and  23  deaths 
in  the  previous  year.  Owing  to  difficult  isolation  accommodation  only  4  cases 
Were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital;  3^  were  admitted  to  general  hospitals. 

Notification  of  pneumonia  was  high  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but 
most  of  the  cases  were  terminal  pneumonias  in  old  persons,  and  few  were  true 
influenzal  Pneumonias. 

ACUTE  II^ECTIONS  OR  THE  NERVOUS  SYST51/I 

There  were  41  cases  notified  and  5  deaths  from  cerebro-spinal  fever. 
During  the  first  eight  months  there  was  a  high  prevalence  of  this  disease.  The 
epidemic  was  wide-spread  and  affected  chiefly  the  south-western  part  of  England, 
and  reception  areas  in  particular. 

The  one  case  of  encephalitis  lethargica  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
was  not  confirmed,  and  recovered. 

DISEASES  DUS  TO  PARASITES  OR  THE  GEHU3  BACTERIUM 

These  include  the  typhoids,  dysenteries,  and  food  poisonings.  The  one 
case  of  paratyphoid  which  occurred  and  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  was 
infected  in  Blackpool. 

8  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified.  All  were  mild,  and  recovered.  No 
pathogenic  organisms  were  found  in  specimens  sent  away  for  examination. 

Under  Section  IJ •  of  the  Eood  and  Drugs  Act,  193^1  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October,  1939 >  food  poisoning  or  suspected  food  poisoning 
became  a  notifiable  disease.  One  suspected  case  was  notified,  but  investigation 
proved  it  to  be  insignificant. 
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MSASLSS  AND  WHOOPING  CQU&H' 


Measles  and  whooping  congh  were  made  notifiable  in  iTovember,  1339, 
There  was  little  whooning  cough  during  1940.  i)ut  towards  the  end  of  the  vear 
we  had  an  extensive  outbreak  of  measles,  over  5OO  cases  being  notified  diiring 
the  end  of  November  and  the  month  of  December.  This  outbreak  was  not  confined 
to  any  narticular  district. 

7  cases  of  measles  occurred  in  the  P-est  Centre  at  the  Canfoi.d 
Street  Congregational  Church  School,  where  evacuees  were  tenporari'-v"  ac-commo- 
da.ted.  It  was  possible  to  limit  this  occurrence  by  injection  of  aoci'l'i;  scrr.m 
into  the  children  who  were  susceptible.  The  few  cases  which  did  occur  were 
mild  in  nature  and  some  children  escaped  the  disease. 

TIIBSKCULOSIS 


No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations  I925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 

Act,  1936. 

There  was  a  notable  increase  in  male  deaths  from  respirebory 
tuberculosis  and  the  death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  -  0.4^  -  is 
the  highest  since  1934* 

OFIfPII/u.MTA  HB0NAT0R13M  AND  PUERPITAI  FIPHXIA 

These  are  reported  on  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  W^ibare 

Section. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Civic  Offices, 

S7JIHD0N. 
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DIPHIHERU  imiTISATION.  1940. 

By  Btr.  E.  G-.  S^iithson,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  method  of  immunisation  used  throu^out  the  year  was  the  same 
as  in  1959  >  nanely  three  injections  of  Toxoid  *- Antitoxin  Ploccules,  with 
an  interval  of  a  fortnight  loetween  each  injection.  As  far  as  possible 
each  child  was  Schicli-tested  six  months  after  completion  of  the  treatment. 

Daring  the  first  eleven  months  of  the  year  routine  propaganda  in 
the  nature  of  advice  by  the  doctors  at  the  Clinic  and  from  the  Health 
Visitors,  was  the  only  effort  at  publicity.  Facilities  for  immunisation 
were  available  at  the  Borough  Clinic  throughout  the  year  on  application, 
by  auoointment . 

Although  the  total  number  of  cases  immunised  dtiring  the  year  was 
not  great,  a  pleasing  feature  of  the  return  is  the  high  proportion  of 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years. 

In  the  last  month  of  the  year  a  large  propaganda  campaign  was 
planned  and  inaugurated  in  the  schools.  This  measure  was  introduced  as 
pamt  of  the  national  campaigh  for  more  intensiv,®  immunisation. 

Every  notified  case  of  diphtheria  is  scrr.tinised  to  find  out 
whether  he  has  received  a  course  of  prcphylaccic,  and  it  was  found  that 
of  the  79  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  in  children  under  15',  seven  had 
received  a  complete  course  of  inoculation,  the  large  majority  at  least 
four  to  five  years  previously.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  no  death 
occurred  amongst  any  children  who  had  received  a  full  immunisation  course. 


No.  of  completed  treatments 

No.  commenced  in  1940  (completed  in  1941) 

No.  of  defaulters 

SCHICK  TESTINa 

No.  tested  to  confirm  previous  immunisation 

No.  found  to  be  negative 

No,  found  to  be  positive 

No.  did  not  attend  for  reading 

No.  to  test  necessity  for  immunisation 

No.  found  to  be  negative 

No.  found  to  be  positive 

RESULTS 

No,  found  to  be  completely  immune 
No.  found  to  be  not  immune 
No  .  of  "not  immune”  given  further  injections 
No.  of  re-schick  results  -  negative 

positive 

Total  no.  of  attendances  for  year. 


Children  Children 
■  O  -  -5.  .  5  .1.15- 


160 

64 

30 

19 

13 

2 

52 

52 

46 

49 

•• 

2 

6 

5 

... 

10 

8 

- 

2 

46 

55 

1 

6 

1 

6 

1 

1 
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BOBOUGH  or  SWITOH 

GENEEAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres) . 

Population;  Census  193^  . 

He<5istrar-G-eneral*  s  estimate  of  population  ... 

Average  population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  death  rates  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  194^)  ••• 

Eateable  value  ((General  Hate)  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . 


6062 
62401 
64840  X 

64840 
17687  ^ 
£389,602 
£1.550 


EXTRACTS  PEDM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


(Legitimate 
Live  births  ( 

( Illegitimate 


Total 

M. 

F. 

919 

484 

435 

) 

)  Birth  Rate  .  . . 

39 

19 

20 

) 

14.77 


(Legitimate 
Stillbirths  ( 

(illegitimate 


40  20  20  )  Rate  per  1,000 

)  total  (live  and 

3  ~  3  )  still)births. .  42-95 


Deaths 


995  477  518  Death  Rate  ...  15.35 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  childbirth  - 


Deaths 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)birth3 . 


From  Puerperal  sepsis  3 

From  Other  puerperal  causes  2 


2.89 

1.93 


Total 


5 


4.82 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ageJ- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  8l.43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  59*78 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  102. 58 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  II6 

”  ”  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

”  ”  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

”  ”  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  5 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  19/10. 


New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  Periods 

Respirato  ry 

Non-Re 

spi rato  ry 

Re  spiratory 

Non-Re spiratory 

M 

F 

M 

y 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1 

« 

1 

1  -  5 

- 

- 

1 

-- 

— 

— 

1 

5-10 

— 

5 

2 

- 

10  «  15 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

15  -  20 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

20-25 

3 

4 

2 

- 

2 

1 

— 

1 

25  -  35 

9 

9 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

- 

35  “  45 

8 

7 

1 

2 

4 

2 

— 

45  -  55 

6 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

55  -  65 

6 

- 

— 

— 

3 

- 

w 

- 

65  &  Upwards 

- 

- 

- 

>1 

- 

- 

Totals  35  23  15  6  17  15  5  1 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  .iq/10 
TABLE  SHOWING-  TUHEN  CASES  WERE  NOTIFIED. 


When  notified 


Respiratory 
Males  Females 


Non-Re spira to  ly 
Males  Females. 


One  year  or  more  before  death 

Less  than  one  year  and  more  than 
6  months  before  death 

Less  than  6  months  and  more  than 
2  months  before  death 

Less  than  2  months  before  death 


8  5 

3 

3  1 

1  2 


At  or  immediately  before  death  4 

Unnotified  (Cases  who  died  out¬ 
side  the  Borough  and  never  1  2 

notified  to  Swindon) 
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1 

1  1 


To tals 


17  13  51 
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Year 

1901 

1902 

1003 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

■1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1S27 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

10^4 

1^35 

1536 

^-937 

19:^8 

1939 

19-P 


REVIEW  OE  THE  COMPARATIVE  VITAL  AND  MORTALITY  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OP  SWINDON,  TOGETHER  WITH  THOSE  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES  VOR  IHE  YEARS  19OI  to  I94O  INCLUSIVE. 


INFANT 

BIRTH  RATE 

DEATH  RATE 

MORTALITY 

Illegiti 

RATE 

mate 

England 

England 

England 

Death 

Swi ndon 

and 

Swindon 

and 

Swindon 

and 

Rate 

Wales 

Wales 

Wales 

30.6 

28.5 

11.8 

16.9 

102,9 

151 

28.3 

28.5 

12.7 

16.3 

104.7 

133 

29.5 

28.5 

11.27 

15.5 

106.9 

1^2 

30.0 

28.0 

12.49 

16.3 

111.2 

145 

28.4 

27.3 

11.2 

15.3 

95*4 

126 

29.4 

27.2 

9.9 

15.5 

86.2 

132 

28.8 

26.5 

12.3 

15.1 

91.8 

118 

28.9 

26.7 

11.8 

14.8 

.  101.5 

120 

26.5 

25.8 

10.8 

14.6 

78.2 

109 

23.4 

25.1 

9.7 

13.5 

86.8 

105 

21.6 

24.3 

10.9 

14.6 

103.1 

130 

23.4 

23.9 

10.3 

13.3 

76.3 

95 

23.39 

24.1 

12.08 

13.8 

86.4 

108 

22.5 

23.8 

11.5 

14.0 

73.7 

105 

21.16 

21.9 

12.83 

15.7 

67.7 

110 

18.9 

20.9 

11.3 

14.4 

72.4 

91 

15.5 

17.8 

12.25 

14.4 

88.6 

98 

16.53 

17.7 

15.13 

17.6 

81.3 

97 

129.83 

16.86 

18.5 

11.97 

13.8 

83.9 

89 

79.52 

23.25 

25.4 

11.64 

12.4 

69.0 

80 

122.44 

20.27 

22.4 

9.58 

12.1 

87.5 

83 

102.56 

18^98 

20.6 

12.17 

12.9 

60.5 

77 

121.95 

17.77 

19.7 

9.27 

11.6 

53-2 

89 

83.33 

17.11 

18.8 

10.78 

12.2 

63.01 

75 

192.30 

16.56 

18.3 

11.09 

12.2 

60.5 

75 

52.63 

17.09 

17.8 

10.67 

11.6 

47.95 

70 

193-54 

14.52 

16.7 

11.16 

12.3 

46.98 

89 

107.14 

15.63 

16,7 

9.92 

11.7 

36.26 

85 

51.28 

13.98 

16.3 

10.96 

13.4 

47.29 

74 

32.26 

15.66 

16.3 

10.77 

11.4 

62.82 

60 

157.89 

14.51 

15.8 

10,88 

12.3. 

56.04 

66 

136.36 

14.31 

15.3  • 

11.68 

12.0 

52.99 

85 

37.04 

12.48 

14.4 

11.06 

12.3 

52.22 

84 

66.67 

12.66 

14.8 

11.11 

11.8 

55.84 

59 

115.38 

12.32 

14.7 

10.50 

11.7 

47.04 

57 

107.14 

13  •  13 

14.8 

12.15 

12.1 

46.84 

59 

88.24 

12.43 

14.9 

11.18 

12.4 

48.13 

58 

40 

13.06 

15.1 

11.64 

11.6 

54.38 

53 

76.92 

14.04 

15.0 

12.54 

12.1 

38.42 

50 

25.0 

14.77 

14.6 

15.35 

14.3 

81.43 

55 

103 

20 


BOROUGH  OF  SWIITJON 


CAUSBS  OP  DEATH, 


1940 . 

(Registrar-General’s  Official  Returns) 

Causes  Males 

Females 

Total 

I^uhoid 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Whooning  Cough 

- 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

7 

8 

15 

Influenza 

12 

14 

26 

Bncenhalitis  Lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

Cerehro-spinal  fever 

3 

2 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  Hes-oiratory  System 

17 

13 

30 

Other  tuberculosis 

5 

1 

6 

Syphilis 

6 

2 

8 

Cancer 

61 

55 

116 

Diabetes 

5 

8 

13 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

00 

56 

94 

Heart  disease 

114 

176 

290 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

18 

10 

28 

Bronchitis 

42 

37 

79 

Pnevunonia  (all  forms) 

17 

16 

33 

Other  resairatory  diseases 

7 

14 

21 

Peptic  ulcer 

5 

- 

5 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

4 

1 

5 

A-npendicitis 

2 

- 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

15 

18 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  -  Sb  - 

14’ 

9 

23 

Puerperal  sepsis 

- 

3 

3 

Other  puerperal  disease 

- 

2 

2 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth  etc. 

19 

15 

34 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

6 

2 

8 

Suicide 

6 

2 

8 

Other  violence 

18 

11 

29 

Other  defined  diseases 

47 

44 

91 

AIL  CAUSES 

477 

518 

995 

21 


BOROUGH  01  SWINIX)N 


im^T  MORTALITY 

1940.  Uett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under 

One  Year  of  ige. 

COMPILED  FROM  TEE  OFHCIAL  REGISTRATIONS. 


! 

1 

i 

*  1 

t 

i 

Cause  of  death  ' 

1 

1 

i 

i 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

CO 

M 

(U 

CD 

1^ 

1 

CVJ 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  one 

month 

1-3  months 

3-8  months 

CO 

,C| 

+3 

i 

0 

1 

VX) 

CO 

+> 

C\J 

H 

1 

cr 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year. 

— — - - - — f 

Whooping  cou^  j 

1 

1 

Influenza  1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculous  meningitis  1 

«■ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Syphilis 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Meningitis 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Convulsions 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

■ 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

1 

3 

11 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

mm 

3 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

Congenital  debility  &  sclerema 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

5 

Premature  birth 

15 

1 

1 

1 

18 

2 

- 

- 

20 

Injury  at  birth 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Suffocation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

Sub-dural  haemorrhage 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

23 

2 

5 

1 

31 

13 

8 

2 

7 

61  , 

All  causes  -  certified. 

